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ABOUT US

Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI)
is the leading independent development policy
research institute in Cambodia that produces
high-quality policy-relevant research to influence
policy in five interrelated areas: agriculture and
rural development, development economics and
trade, education and innovation, governance
and inclusive society, and natural resources and
environment.

Our vision

We are a leading policy research institute in
development working to contribute to a peaceful
and prosperous future for Cambodia and its
region.

Our mission

Our mission is to produce high-quality, influential
and impactful development knowledge through
policy research and capacity development to
contribute to the prosperity of Cambodia and its
region.

Our core values
1. Independence, honesty and integrity

2. Transparency and accountability to our
partners, stakeholders and clients

3. Excellence in research quality, research
products and policy influence

4. Good governance, sustainability and
institutional strengthening

5. An inclusive and supportive workplace culture
that values each individual's contribution, as
well as the well-being of our staff and their
professional development

6. Service and respect for Cambodia’s history,
culture and the well-being of its people
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

the year 2022-23. It had been both a challenging

and rewarding year at the institute. A strong
recovery from the pandemic and the return to
life in the new normal enabled us to continue our
mission and carry out our activities in full swing,
namely primary data collections and in-person
policy dissemination, both of which were adversely
disrupted and delayed in 2020-2021.

I am pleased to present you our annual report for

This year, the institute is proud to reinstate our
annual flagship event, the Cambodia Outlook
Conference, to discuss and explore future
development priorities and strategies for
Cambodia to achieve inclusive and sustainable
development. The conference successfully
concluded with several policy priorities, such
as investing in climate change mitigation and
adaptation, improving human resources through
education and skill development, enhancing
institutional accountability and transparency
of public services and the financial sector,
diversifying growth and creating higher value-
added products, improving infrastructure and
increasing digitalisation for rural and urban
connectivity and collaborating between the
government and the private sector in research to
support innovation for business development.

While producing development policy research
to help build local resilience, improve education
and skill development and promote green growth
remain our top priorities, our new research on
the Cambodia 2030 Vision seeks to understand
the implications of the post-pandemic global
economic order and Cambodia’'s structural
transformation on its medium and long-term
development outcomes. We will collaborate
closely with key government ministries in the
design,implementationandpolicy advocacy ofthis
study, and the initial findings are to be discussed
at the upcoming Cambodia Outlook Conference
this year. Another initiative on women in digital,
green and care economies aims to integrate
gender and social inclusion in national climate

interventions, technological transformation and
social security schemes to ensure that economic
recovery and growth benefit all people and the
environment.

The success and contribution of CDRI to the
development of Cambodia and the longevity of
theinstitute are a direct result of the hard work and
dedication of our researchers and operation staff.
To ensure the quality and timing of our research
outputs, CDRI recruited new researchers and
often conducted training to strengthen our staff’s
capacity in 2022. We also organised an annual
work plan and strategic partnership workshops
to synthesise research projects across the five
centres, harmonising resources, smoothening
the operation and developing CDRI's guide for
collaboration and partnership. Our finance and
staff manuals were also updated to adhere to
regulations and strengthen internal governance.

In early 2023, we were thrilled to have an intimate
gathering with CDRI's founder, honourable
guests, friends and alumni for our in-person
30th anniversary celebration. The warm and
enthusiastic gathering signalled a clear testament
to CDRI's continued relevance and contribution to
development policy research and capacity building
for future generations. This year's International
Women's Day celebration was particularly special
as female and male staff from all levels of the
institute were honoured to welcome the visit from
CDRI's honorary board chair — Governor of the
National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) His Excellency
Dr Chea Chanto.

| would like to express my deep gratitude to the
board of directors for their active engagement
and strategic guidance. | am also thankful to staff
members and to CDRI development partners for
their commitment and trust in the work of the
institute. | am looking forward to continuing our
collaboration in CDRI's exciting new opportunities
inresearchand policy engagementfor Cambodia’s
brighter future.
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HE Dr Chea Chanto, honorary chair of CDRI and governor
of the NBC delivering the opening remarks at CDR| 30th
Anniversary. Phnom Penh, January 2023
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CDRI 30TH ANNIVERSARY:
POLICY RESEARCH AND
INFLUENCING

Reflection from Mr Larry Strange, Former CDRI Executive Director




Mrs Eva Mysliwiec, founder and former executive director of
CDRI, recalls the history at CORI 30th anniversary celebration
Phnom Penh, January 2023

n January 5th, 2023, | was among 150
Opeople who gathered in Phnom Penh

to celebrate the pandemic-delayed
30th anniversary of the establishment of CDRI
in 1991. As former executive director of CDRI
from 2003 to 2014, it was an inspiring and very
moving event, meeting again with current and
former board members, executive directors,
staff, senior representatives of government, the
research community, development partners, the
private sector and civil society. There was a warm
atmosphere of celebration and pride in CDRI's
history and achievements and its contribution
to Cambodia as its leading development policy
research institution.

One special guest of honour was His Excellency
Dr Chea Chanto, governor of the National Bank of
Cambodia, who was the very supportive minister
of planning atthetime of CDRIs’ establishment. He
remains CDRI's honorary chairman. Special guest
Eva Mysliwiec was CDRI's visionary founding
executive director from 1991 to 2003. Both spoke
eloquently of a very different Cambodia at the
time of CDRI's establishment and the critical role
it played in meeting the need for both capacity
building and training for government officials, as

well as policy-relevant research, hence its name
as a resource’ institute.

Along with the invaluable role CDRI played
in building the capacity of senior government
officials, which was so desperately needed in
the 1990s, another central theme of the evening
from all speakers was CDRI's unique role as
a trusted source of high-quality, independent
and policy-relevant research that influenced
the response to Cambodia’'s changing
socioeconomic development needs. The range of
research fields has included the macroeconomy,
trade and regional economic integration and
cooperation; the subnational decentralisation
and deconcentration reforms of governance,
agriculture and natural resources; as well as the
environment, education and health, all critical
issues for Cambodia’s sustainable development.
The continuing relevance and responsiveness
of its policy research and its constructive
partnerships with government, the private sector
and development partners is demonstrated in its
recent research partnership. CDRI's relationship
with the Ministry of Economy and Finance
on strengthening Cambodia’'s post-pandemic
recovery and a subregional study of the impact
of Covid-19 on inclusive development and
governance in Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and
Vietnam is just one example among many of this
timely research.

Along the way, CDRI has fostered the
professional development of a new generation of
qualified and well-trained Cambodian researchers
and development policy analysts across the
institute. Their role in government, higher
education, multilateral and bilateral development
agencies, other research initiatives, the private
sector and local and international civil society is
an invaluable asset for Cambodia’s future. There
is no better example of this than the current
executive director, DrEng Netra,who cameto CDRI
in 2003 as a young researcher. Two decades later,
she rose to lead CDRI's governance programme,
acquired a PhD from one of Australia’s leading
universities and also gained the experience and
leadership qualities for this challenging role.

It is with great pleasure she led the team into
2022, where CDRI hosted innumerable events to
bring the research community together, pushed
each other to complete crucial studies and helped
our young researchers to analyse, create and
apply themselves to new challenges.
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Cambodia Outlook Conference after two years of delay in 2020 and 2021 due to the spread of Covid-19. Phnom Penh, October 2022
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A stakeholder's site visit to the Cambodian Garment Training Institute before the meeting of the multi-country research project
"Skills for Industry”. Phnom Penh, September 2022
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Policy Dialogue
“Agriculture Public Private-Producer Partnerships (Agri-PPPPs) in Cambodia™
Phnom Penh, 01* November 2022
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Representatives ffom the government, private secfor 10N- Qovemmema organisations, and researchers participated in a lively
discussion at a policy dialogue on agriculture public private-producer partnerships (agri-PPPPs) in Cambodia. Pmom Penh,
IS Y -

November 2022
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HE Dr Aun Pornmoniroth, deputy prime minister and minister of economy and finance, Royal Government of Cambodia, delivering
the closing remark at the 14th Cambodia Outlook Conference. Phnom Penh, October 2022

n 2021, CDRI set out to accomplish as much

of its ground-breaking research as possible,

despitetherisein Covid-19 cases, stay-at-home
orders and logistical challenges that continued to
surface during the global emergency. To protect
the health of our staff and our community, many
events and research projects were significantly
delayed by as much as three years. This past year
has been a celebration for the institute as we were
able to resume work in-person, conduct important
forums and conferences, send our staff across
the world to pursue personal and professional
achievements and most importantly, resume the
research that we are known for.

One benefit the pandemic did provide was
the opportunity for CDRI to be a crucial part of
Cambodia’s preventative measures. Especially
vulnerable to global changes, small and
developing Southeast Asian nations were hit
hard in 2020 by the disruptions to global supply
chains, closure of tourism and heavy reliance on
government aid for daily wage workers. To that
end, CDRI's research centres continued to align
their work with pressing national issues, such as

skills development, poverty reduction, Covid-19
recovery, climate change and agricultural
development, gender awareness and professional
development for staff.

Though concerns regarding Covid-19 began to
decrease in 2022, its impact continued to ripple
throughout less developed areas of Cambodia.
CDRI researchers spent the year investigating
such effects, like increased reliance on loans
and the impact of government aid. But our
focus has not just been national- worldwide
events have also been brought to Cambodia’s
doorstep. Throughout the year, our researchers
kept watchful eyes on the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, subsequent disruption to food and oil
supply chains to developing countries, ASEAN's
important role in Myanmar's five-point consensus
and ongoing threats to democracy around the
region. As globalisation rapidly expands to include
even the most remote areas of Southeast Asia,
Cambodia’s position on economic, environmental
and political events worldwide pushes CDRI
to remain at the forefront of public opinion and
impact.



VITAL RESEARCH AND POLICY
ENGAGEMENT

Along with the pandemic’s devastating impact
globally, the adverse effects are double or triple
to small countries that heavily rely on the open
economy, movement of trade and cross-border
activities. In CDRI's main project of 2022, The
Impact of Covid-19 on Inclusive Development
and Governance: Rapid and Post-Pandemic
Assessment in the CLMV, a regional forum
for researchers from Cambodia, Myanmar
and Vietnam paved the way for international
discussion. In this forum, participants discussed
the effect of the pandemic on vulnerable groups
and assessed the effectiveness of current policy
measures, as well as presented CDRI's research
to policymakers. Given the comparative impact in
all Southeast Asian nations from the pandemic,
this was an opportunity for policymakers
to examine the pandemic's impacts and
discuss policy responses on social protection,
gender and migration with high-level local and
international speakers and panellists. It provided
a larger opportunity for collective problem-solving
through case studies and personal experiences
of successful policy implementation.

In its six-part podcast series, CDRI spoke
with female business owners and leaders in the
industry to discuss how Covid-19 had impacted
their endeavours, as well as what strategies
women-led SMEs could use to recover from this
difficult financial period. This kind of information-
sharing not only benefited researchers, who
studied the recovery methods of such firms,
but also listeners who could learn from others’
experiences in this widely-shared podcast.

AgIsChnma ‘iemme;mqpn

In its ambitious focus on poverty reduction,
CDRI investigated the impact of chronic poverty
asaresult of the pandemic. Inthe first phase of the
Covid-19 Poverty study initiated in 2021, CDRIand
the Chronic Poverty Advisory Network produced a
national report titled Cambodia Poverty Dynamics
and Covid-19 that synthesises a quantitative
analysis of a pre-pandemic panel household
survey data in Phnom Penh, Kampong Thom and
Prey Veng provinces to assess socioeconomic
impacts of the pandemic. To communicate key
research findings about poverty, migration and
social protection, CDRI organised a workshop
in Battambang to engage local administrators
with national ministry representatives on poverty
intervention and migration in late December.
Through this dissemination workshop, multi-
stakeholder attendees shared development
strategies in social protection and risk
management for the nation's most vulnerable.
Participants were diverse in their experience,
background and administrative level, and many
citizens and non-profit organisations participated
as well. The workshop allowed participants to
learn about the impact on people residing in rural
areas of different provinces. This study and the
workshop are one of CDRI's most successful
examples of important research and subsequent
policy recommendations.

Further communicating the data from this
study, CDRI contributed results from Cambodia
into a regional Chronic Poverty Report and
organised the Poverty and Covid-19 Consultation
Workshop in March 2023. Under this workshop,
Covid-19 poverty dynamics and pathways to
poverty reduction were an important discussion

rad “emﬂi”w*ﬂ@mg 1o

Stakeholder Meeting of the Multi-Country Research Project “Skills for Industry”

Thursday 29" September 2022, Cambodia- Korea Cooperation Center {CKCC) Phnom Penh
iginnnyR Gue fangp giwowe, sRIEApmATAu§mingm . gif ckco) nemiging

Co-organized by

Financially supported by

A stakeholder meeting of the multi-country research project “Skills for Industry” Phnom Penh, September 2022

Annual Report 2022-23 1 15



among stakeholders. It gave them the opportunity
torevise emergency measures in the future based
on failures and successes throughout 2020 and
2021 and ensure future threats can be handled.
As part of this study, CDRI researchers also take
part in the Covid Collective Research Platform,
which brings expertise from global partners
to discuss and share a rapid social science
research response. It will inform decision-making
on some of the most pressing Covid-19 related
development challenges.

Throughout the pandemic, layoffs, lack
of tourism and stay-at-home measures all
contributed to unemployment and an increase in
poverty as a result. In one of the largest projects of
2022, CDRI completed a highly anticipated study
titled Strengthening Cambodia’s Post-Pandemic
Recovery and Competitiveness Pathways. The
diverse experience of firms during this difficult
time provides CDRI an opportunity to garner key
indicators to answer the question, what made
some firms more successful than others during
the pandemic? Researchers interviewed over
300 firms of varying sizes, as well as ministries
and business associations, to understand what
factors both catalysed and inhibited growth in the
private sector. Key findings and recommendations
from this study have been shared to several
policy stakeholders such as government officials
of ministries like the Ministry of Economy and
Finance and business associations. A new
working paper series titled Covid-19 launched to
publish research findings from this project.

In The Contribution of Vocational Skills
Development to Inclusive Growth and
Transformation: An Analysis of Critical Factors in
Cambodia (Skills for Industry), CDRI researchers
set out to understand which skills are the most
vital in Cambodian society today and how
policymakers can improve current skills training.
In the largest event of this project, a multi-
stakeholder meeting was organised to present
the multi-country Results for Development
research project “Skills for Industry” to discuss
the current skill development policy in Cambodia
and highlight relevant global and national findings
from the research project with the most engaged
people in Cambodian skills development. These
included technical and vocational education and
training leaders, such as policymakers, senior
government officials, industry associations
and labour unions who exchanged findings on
developing an economy of skilled workers. In late
September to early October, CDRI also welcomed
partner researchers from Switzerland, South
Africa, Vietnam, Lao PDR and Bangladesh for a
one-week site visit in Cambodia. Researchers
were taken on field visits to the training centre
and factory.

In supporting Cambodia to move toward
carbon neutrality and an inclusive green economy,
CDRI has beenimplementing a number of studies.
We have completed a study gauging public
perceptions of renewable energy and climate
change, which provided significant insight into
public attitudes toward renewable energy and
its benefits. In addition, working with the United

CDRI researchers interviewed over 300 firms of varying sizes, as well as ministries and business associations, to understand what
factors both catalysed and inhibited growth in the private sector under a project titled Strengthening Cambodia’s Post-Pandemic
Recovery and Competitiveness Pathways. Phnom Penh, August 2022
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Researcher assesses the villagers' perceptions about climate change and gender for the project Renewable Energy and Climate
Change Perceptions in Cambodia. Kompong Chhnang, March 2022

Nations Institute for Training and Research,
CDRI is conducting a scoping study to examine
policies and strategies for an inclusive green
economy. With the United Nations Environment
Programme and Climate Analytics, we are
developing a research proposal entitled: “Towards
Zero Carbon Asia - Transformational Shift from
Fossil Fuel-Based to Sustainable Development
Pathways.” The proposal will be submitted to
the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (BMU) of
Germany for funding support. These studies will
provide policy options for ensuring that Cambodia
will achieve its target of inclusively and equitably
becoming a high-income green economy with
carbon neutrality by 2050.

One of the pressing issues in Cambodia is the
provision of quality childcare for working parents,
especially those in the garment industry. Two
studies aim to address this issue by examining
the supply and demand of childcare services
and evaluating the impact of community-based
childcare centres (CBCCs). The first study, Study
of Childcare Availability, analysed the types and
accessibility of childcare options available to
parents and their preferences and constraints.
The second study, Community-Based Childcare
Centre (CBCCs): Impact Evaluation, assesses
the effects of CBCCs on children's development,
parents’ well-being and productivity, family
members' involvement and garment factories'
performance. Both studies contribute to the
evidence base for improving childcare policies
and practices in Cambodia.

Public-private partnerships (PPPs) are a form
of collaboration between the government and
the private sector to deliver public services or
infrastructure. PPPs can offer benefits such as
efficiency, innovation and risk-sharing, but they
also require careful design and management. In
Cambodia, PPPs have not been widely explored
or implemented in the agricultural sector, which is
crucial for the country's agricultural development.
Therefore, it was a significant milestone when
researchers from CDRI consulted with the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
(MAFF) to conduct a study on agri-PPPs. The
study assessed the potential and challenges
of PPPs in Cambodia's agricultural context
and provided policy recommendations based
on international best practices and local case
studies. To disseminate the findings and solicit
feedback from relevant stakeholders, CDRI
organised a policy dialogue in November 2022,
where representatives from the government,
private sector, non-governmental organisations
and researchers participated in a lively discussion.
The policy dialogue was an important step to
enhance the understanding and awareness
of PPPs among different actors and to inform
MAFF's policy formulation and implementation
on this topic.

Securing the Food Systems of Asian Mega-
Deltas for Climate and Livelihood Resilience aims
to address the challenges and opportunities of
deltaic agrifood systems in the context of climate
change. The initiative focuses on five focus
areas: (1) adapting deltaic production systems;
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CDRI researchers participated in the Mekong-US Partnership Track 1.5 Policy Dialogue on Nature-Based Solutions, Bangkok

Thailand, December 2022

(2) nutrition-sensitive agri-food systems; (3) de-
risking delta-oriented value chains; (4) inclusive,
gender-equitable governance and policy for
natural resources; and (5) evidence-based delta
development planning. CDRI works with other
partners to conduct research on Nutrition-
Sensitive Deltaic Agri-Food Systems, which
seeks to ensure that deltaic food systems sustain
and enhance nutrition security equitably in a
context of rapid change. This topic explores the
linkages between food production, consumption
and nutrition outcomes in delta regions, as well
as the potential impacts of climate change and
other drivers on these linkages.

2022 CAMBODIA OUTLOOK CONFERENCE

After athree-year delay, these projects culminated
in a long-awaited celebration of the institute’s
accomplishments. Since 2007, CDRI has hosted
its flagship Cambodia Outlook Conference. This
year, around 500 local and international leaders
and experts attended the conference to discuss
emerging issues, explore solutions and generate
realistic strategies. In 2022, leaders in the region
had much to discuss, including global instability
caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its
subsequent worldwide impact to supply chains,
emerging threats from climate change and
political crises as close as Myanmar. For the last
fourteen years, Prime Minister Hun Sen has led the
keynote address, and this year he was followed by
researchers and policymakers from Cambodia,
Singapore, Australia and the United States. These
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experts engaged in panels to discuss important
changes to Cambodia’s development model and
its recovery from Covid-19. As a crucial member
of ASEAN, Cambodia’s decisions on local and
global issues have a large impact within the bloc
and regionally have significant impact on trade
and migration policy.

REGIONAL DIALOGUES AND
COOPERATION

Cambodia is also a key player in the global
commitment to climate change policy. Climate
change has already begun to affect migration in
crucial and noticeable parts of Southeast Asia.
To stay on top of this startling and novel trend,
four researchers focusing on environmental
topics were invited to both moderate and attend
key conferences in the region. They presented
findings at the Economy and Environment
Partnership for Southeast Asia Annual
Conference in Thailand, China and International
Development Forum and the Mekong-US
Partnership Track 1.5 Policy Dialogue.

In addition to policy engagement, CDRI
also documented case studies to contribute
to the future of climate change research in
two publications. CDRI wrote a Springer book
chapter compiling four factors hindering poor
and other vulnerable people. It detailed the
reasons such an area would benefit from an
intervention programme, chiefly lack of family
labour for the elderly, extreme heat, waning
commitment from poor households and lack of



financial and technical support. In an H20pen
article, CDRI demonstrated how non-prescriptive
programmes utilising local leaders may
contribute to addressing sanitation challenges.

OUTREACH AND PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

CDRI always creates opportunities to get
Cambodia’s public involved, including
dissemination workshops on projects that
span multiple centres within CDRI, such as
Thnal Udom Chomnes: Promoting Cambodian
Higher Education Innovation, where research
was provided to 200 stakeholders online and
in person. Another session hosted by CDRI
focused on forest management and forest smart
technology managed by communities, which
grows increasingly important in government
mandates for national park protection.

To develop our staff's professional and
communication skills, CDRI also supports its
researchersinprovidingopportunitiestohelpthem
grow. Among CDRI's quarterly events, researcher
conversations were started in 2022 as a casual
series to interact in a low-pressure environment.
In 2022, CDRI hosted four of these conversations,
allowing up to 30 members of staff and the public
to exchange ideas and information. These inter-
staff sessions have also inspired some to take
advantage of more international opportunities.

We are proud to announce that as of 2023,
two CDRI researchers study overseas on
scholarships. In 2022, one senior researcher

CDRI held an i Pefm training a
to enhance their ties in fo nula

conducting data 9%3/995 id i f@mmra ion using STATA and writ

began a doctoral programme in Japan, and
another junior researcher was admitted to a
graduate degree programme in Australia. One
researcher also presented findings on Cambodian
garment workers to United Kingdom members
of parliament with the overall goal of setting
up better relationships with lawmakers and
researchers, as well as implementing better work
conditions and business practices. In May, the
director of CDRI's agricultural centre participated
in a capacity development training in Australia
to discuss methods for attracting direct foreign
investment post-Covid 19.

CDRI continues to organise monthly research
seminars, as it has for the last decade. These
seminars are where researchers at various
stages of their careers can discuss their findings
and receive feedback. In the first eleven months
of 2022, 23 presenters and 22 participants joined
this seminar with a virtual audience of around 40
people per month. Our most prominent session
took place in December, where a record-breaking
76 participants joined to discuss the preliminary
findings for one of the most anticipated studies
of 2022.

With such a full year of new and exciting
accomplishments, CDRI excitedly looks forward
to 2023 and strengthening existing partnerships
andresearch networks, conducting further phases
of impactful research and guiding Cambodia’s
policymakers into sustainable and equitable
decisions for the country’s future.
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nd memor'm programme on appli lied research methods to help researchers and junior researchers,
ing quantitative research questions, developing research designs addressing questions,
ing their pap

ers. Phnom Penh, March 2023
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OUR PARTNERS AND
RESEARCH NETWORKS

Effective partnerships and research collaboration are critical to CDRI's success. To achieve our
objectives, we work with the following local institutions, multilateral and bilateral development
agencies and research networks and consortiums.
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GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES AND NATIONAL AUTHORITIES OR COMMITTEES

= Cambodia Academy of Digital Technology

= Mekong River Commission Secretariat

» Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
» Ministry of Economy and Finance

= Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport

= Ministry of Environment

= Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation

= Ministry of Health

= Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology and
Innovation

= Ministry of Interior
= Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training
= Ministry of Planning

OTHER LOCAL PARTNERS

» The Asia Foundation, Cambodia

= Battambang Techo Sen Polytechnic Institute
» Cambodia Climate Change Alliance

» Cambodia Electronic Information for Libraries
= Cambodia National Mekong Committee

» Cambodia University of Technology and
Science (CamTECH)

= Cambodian Mekong University

= Cambodian University for Specialties
» CamEd Business School

= Chea Sim University of Kamchaymear
» E2STEM

= Cambodia Water Partnership

= Cambodian Federation of Employers
= Centre for Khmer Studies

= Coalition of Cambodia Apparel Workers
Democratic Union

= Cooperation Committee for Cambodia
= G. Gear Co,, Ltd
= Hun Sen Library

= Independent Democracy of Informal Economy
Association

= Institute of Technology of Cambodia
= |SI Steel

» Kampong Thom Techo Sen Polytechnic
Institute

= Kampuchea Action to Promote Education
= Kirirom Institute of Technology
» National Polytechnic Institute of Cambodia

Ministry of Post and Telecommunications
Ministry of Rural Development

Ministry of Tourism

Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology
Ministry of Women's Affairs

National Bank of Cambodia

National Institute of Diplomacy and
International Relations

National Institute of Statistics
National Library of Cambodia
Office of the Council of Ministers

Secretariat of the National Committee for Sub
National Democratic Development

National Technical Training Institute

National University of Battambang

National University of Management

NGO Education Partnership of Cambodia
NGO Forum on Cambodia

Pafnnasastra University of Cambodia

Phnom Penh International University

Planete Enfants & Développement, Cambodia
Preah Kossomak Polytechnic Institute

Regional Polytechnic Institute Techo Sen
Kampot

Royal University of Agriculture

Royal University of Law and Economics
Royal University of Phnom Penh

Saint Paul Institute

Siem Reap Techo Sen Polytechnic Institute
Sihanoukville Techo Sen Polytechnic Institute
SIPAR

Svay Rieng Techo Sen Polytechnic Institute
Svay Rieng University

Swisscontact Cambodia

Techo Startup Center

University of Cambodia

University of Management and Economics
University of Puthisastra

VVOB

Western University

Young Entrepreneurs Association of
Cambodia
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

Asian Development Bank

Australian Government, Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade

Centre for Analysis and Forecasting, Vietnam
Academy of Social Sciences

Centre for Economic and Social Development,
Myanmar Development Resource Institute

Champasak University, Lao PDR

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

Climate Analytics, Germany

Comparative Education Society of Asia, China
Education Development Trust (EDT), UK

Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and
East Asia (ERIA), Indonesia

Embassy of China in Cambodia
Indikator Institute, Sweden

Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies,
Germany

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies,
Japan
Institute of Development Studies, UK

Institute for Manufacturing, University of
Cambridge, UK

International Development Research Centre,
Canada

International Fund for Agriculture
development

International Rice Research Institute

Chronic Poverty Advisory Network (CPAN)
EXPLORE (RECOFTC)

Mekong Lancang Cooperation

Mekong Think Tanks (MTT)

Network for Agriculture and Rural
Development Think-tanks for Countries in
Mekong Sub-region (NARDT)
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International Water Management Institute, Sri
Lanka

IT for Change

Japan International Cooperation Agency
Research Institute

Laos National Mekong Committee, Lao PDR
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich

Office of the National Water Resources,
Thailand

Overseas Development Institute, UK

Regional Community Forestry Training Centre
for Asia and the Pacific (RECOFTC), Thailand

Southern University of Science and
Technology, China

Stockholm Environment Institute, Thailand

Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency

Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation

UN Environment Programme, Thailand

United States Agency for International
Development

University of Cambridge, UK

University of Gothenburg, Sweden
University of Notre Dame, USA

University of Technology Sydney, Australia
Vietnam National Mekong Committee
World Bank

WorldFish

CDRI RESEARCH NETWORKS AND CONSORTIUMS

The Economy and Environment Partnership
for Southeast Asia (EEPSEA Partnership)

The Greater Mekong Subregion Research
Network (GMSNet)

The Sustainable Mekong Research Network
(SUMERNET)



PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS IN 2022

This year, CDRI tackled large, multi-year projects by making significant strides in research after long
delays due to the pandemic. Focusing on key themes in gender equity, climate change, access to

education, economic recovery and firm growth, CDRI's five centres often collaborated to focus on
intersectional topics.
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CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS AND TRADE

The Centre for Development Economics and
Trade (CDET) focuses on economy, trade and
regional cooperation. Along with monitoring
Cambodia’'s economic  performance and
providing economic policy analysis, it also
engages in local and regional dialogues to
inform policy making. CDET has a strong
history of contributions to national policies,
such as two major initiatives within the National
Strategic Development Plan, a four-year project
that will be completed in 2023. Within the 2022
research agenda, CDET's projects fall under
several development priorities: sustainability
and inclusion of economic development, trade
and regional cooperation, private sector MSME
development, youth employment and gender.

In 2022, CDET implemented four research
projects centring on private sector development
and digital transformation, three of which were
among the institute’s top accomplishments
for the year. CDET was responsible for the
research, dissemination and publication of The
Impact of Covid-19 on Inclusive Development
and Governance: Rapid and Post-Pandemic
Assessment in the CLMV, Skill for Industry
and Strengthening Cambodia's Post-Pandemic
Recovery and Competitive Pathways. These
topics are a top priority for policymakers in
Cambodia, particularly in the aftermath of the
pandemic.

The fourth completed research project, Study
on Tourism MSME and ‘New Normal’ Economic
Revival: The Role of Digital Technologies, was
also crucial in the country’s recovery. The three-
month project required researchers to survey
micro, small and medium-sized enterprises in
seven capitals and provinces in Cambodia's
tourism sector. The study is crucial in
understanding how the hard-hit tourism sector’s
recovery has been affected by the adoption of
digital coping strategies. It was completed in
January 2023.

Working toward its mission of developing
quality human resources for Cambodia, the
capacity-development programme, especially
for junior researchers, remains an important
priority at CDRI. Contributing to this mission,
CDET has organised a bi-weekly mentoring
session provided by our senior researchers for
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junior researchers in the centre. The training is
on an on-demand basis, thus covering a wide
range of topics to respond to the capacity-
development needs of junior researchers.

A stakeholder's site visit to the Cambodian Garment Training
Institute before the meeting of the multi-country research
project “Skills for Industry”’, Phnom Penh, September 2022
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A consultative workshop for Study on Tourism MSME
and ‘New Normal' Economic Revival: The Role of Digital
Technologies. Phnom Penh, January 2023
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Junior and senior researchers received capacity development training sessions to improve their skills, specifically in research and
leadership. Phnom Penh, August 2022

CENTRE FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

The mission of the Centre for Educational
Research and Innovation (CERI) is to investigate
the challenges that higher education and
vocational education and training encounter
in order to advance education and industrial
development. Also part of its initiative, CERI
provides training opportunities to partners and
junior researchers as a part of its capacity-
building programme. With financial support from
development partners and technical support from
an advisory committee, the centre works closely
with government agencies, educational and
training institutions and civil society organisations
to find evidence-based innovative solutions in
education and training.

In 2022, CERI implemented six projects, three
of which were completed, and three more that are
currently active. In line with attention to inclusivity
per CDRI's goals for the year, the centre’s projects
had a sharp focus on gender-sensitive pedagogy,
Cambodia’s role in ASEAN's prioritisation of
science and technology education and literacy in
children.

To support the preparation of the ASEAN
Plan of Action on Science, Technology &
Innovation (APASTI2) 2026-2035, CERI is also
conducting desk-based research in Cambodia
and consultation with stakeholders. The report is
now being drafted and is expected to be finalised
by the end of March 2023.

To assess the capacity of higher education
institutions to conduct quality research, Thnal

Udom Chomnes: Promoting Cambodian Higher
Education Innovation aims to address critical
issues in Cambodian higher education. Until now,
two working papers and a research article have
been published; sixother publicationsareexpected
to be released in the first quarter of 2023. To mark
the conclusion of this project, a dissemination
workshop was held to share the results of the
studies among stakeholders and to discuss the
findings against broader issues, challenges and
opportunities presented by Covid-19. Besides
policy dialogue and research, CERI organised
three additional capacity-development training
sessions for junior and senior researchers to
improve their skills, specifically in research and
leadership. Another two-year project titled Thnal
Udom Chomnes: Reimagining Future Education
of Cambodia aims to promote research culture in
Cambodia and beyond through capacity-building,
research exchange activities and collaborative
partnerships  for policy and scholarship
dialogue. In 2022, CERI released one book and
one working paper. The centre will publish five
more papers by mid-2023, and more than five
researchers participated in a regional conference
presenting their work. During the year, CERI
mentored four interns, who now work in public
and private institutions across the country. Two
PhD candidates were also recruited as part of
the fellowship programme and contributed to
CERI's research on upper secondary and higher
education. Their work will be published by March
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2023 as part of CDRI's working paper series.
Other exposure visits and researcher exchanges
are also scheduled for 2023. To make policy
dialogue more impactful, CERI jointly organised
various workshops with partners, notably the
2nd National Education Policy Forum, Ponlok
Chomnes's National Policy Forum, monthly
research seminars and the Symposium on
Research Evidence and Policy Engagement.

The centre has also made significant findingsiin
equity-basedprojectstolessenthe socioeconomic
and urban-rural divides in Cambodia. Home to
50 percent of the world's unbanked population,
East and South Asia are a crucial population
to study in helping these populations secure
other necessities, like nutrition and government
assistance. Under Digital Transformation and
Financial Inclusion in Asia and the Pacific,
CERI collected qualitative data with a total of ten
focus group discussions to understand access
to financial services and technology. These were
focused on the usage of Cambodian government-
provided childcare grants and an emergency
Covid-19 cash transfer. The data collection took
place in Kampong Thom province in May 2022
with 85 villagers who received either the Covid-19
or childcare cash transfer. The output of this data
collection will be used as a compilation for a more
extensive report expected to be published in late
January 2023 by the World Food Programme.

Other inclusive measures are targeted at
establishing equity in gender-sensitive teaching.
The Programme for International Student
Assessment found in 2018 only 8 percent of
students reach a minimum reading proficiency,

and 10 percent reach a minimum mathematics
level. In 2022, in partnership with the Education
Development Trust (EdDevTrust), CERI conducted
a study on Students' Learning and the Use of
Gender-Responsive Pedagogy, a Cambodian
case study on gender-responsive pedagogy
(GRP). It is a multi-year research project designed
to improve our understanding of the impact of
gender-responsive pedagogy approaches and the
potential of these approaches to improve learning
outcomes for both girls and boys. This project
aims to better understand the impact of gender
on student learning in Cambodia, document
and review national policies that promote GRP
in Cambodian primary education and conduct
the mapping of programmes that include GRP
in Cambodia. The report of this study will be
published on EdDevTrust's website and will be
publicly accessible by early 2023.

In countries with budding publishing industries
like Cambodia, the distribution of children’s
literature can often be unequal. Learning to
Improve Book Resource Operational Systems
(LIBROS) is a study that seeks to diagnose
improvements to primary-level text and children's
book supply chains in Cambodia and find
transferable lessons for other contexts. In 2023,
the project will implement research on a digital
platform of textbook supply called TnT, with the
final report expected in May 2023. The results
of the initial diagnostic process was shared in a
panel discussion at the 67th Annual Conference
of the Comparative and International Education
Society, held in February 2023 in Washington, DC.
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A CDRI study under Learning to Improve Book Resource Operational Systems (LIBROS) seeks to diagnose improvements to
primary-level text and children’s book supply chains and find transferable lessons for other contexts. A primary school's classroom

in Banteay Meanchey, January 2023
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A survey on taxation to understand taxpayers' knowledge, perceptions, behaviours and willingness to pay taxes in accord with the
current tax policy and services. Phnom Penh, August 2022

CENTRE FOR GOVERNANCE AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETY

In a rapidly growing country like Cambodia,
fast-paced development is often not distributed
equally across gender, socioeconomic status or
geographic landscapes. The Centre for Governance
and Inclusive Society (CGIS) examines emerging
policy questions confronting policymakers on
how to build an inclusive society. Among the
centre’s top priorities are civic engagement, local
governance, decentralisation, youth, leadership
and new technology. Additionally, the centre has a
keen focus on gender in the areas of institutional
participation, mediation, gender equality through
the national budget and state responses to
gender inequality.

In 2022, CGIS undertook nine projects covering
a wide range of interrelated topics, namely
Covid-19 assessment, social protection and
gender impact, chronic poverty, local participation
and examining the current tax system. Seven out
of nine projects were completed. Poverty relief,
which was one of CDRI's themes following the
pandemic, took precedent as a flagship project
underthe Covid-19 Poverty study initiated in 2021,
in addition to a national report titled Cambodia
Poverty Dynamics and Covid-19 surveying
households in Phnom Penh, Kampong Thom and
Prey Veng provinces. A subnational workshop in
Battambang included 60 local administrators and
national ministry representatives to discuss risk
mitigation strategies in late December.

In March 2022, CGIS completed a project called
The Financialisation of Agrarian Landscapes
in Cambodia that sought to understand what

role international financial institutions played in
creating Cambodia’s rural financial market, as
well as how national policy regulates the rural
financial market in Cambodia. Data was collected
through key informant interviews with public
institutions, private financial institutions and civil
society organisations. In the same month, CGIS
completed a poverty project titled Covid-19 in
ASEAN with Special Reference to Cambodia
initiated in September 2021. The project aimed
to examine Covid-19's impacts on inequality
and poverty through qualitative research and to
participate in the contribution of interventions and
policies that will support Cambodia’s recovery.
Following the completion of the two projects
in March 2022, CGIS conducted another Covid-
19-related project titled Impacts of Covid-19
on Returned Migrants and Garment Workers:
Gender-Based Violence and Harassment
(GBVH) and Social Protection. Completed in July
2022, the project carefully captured the Covid-19
experiences of garment and migrant workers
who have returned home and assessed whether
the pandemic increased workers' vulnerability
to harassment, violence and discrimination. The
findings show that Covid-19 has worsened GBVH
among workers, especially those in vulnerable
groups, increased the risk that these groups may
experience GBVH and reduced their access to
fair protection and services. Further exploring
gender and Covid-19 was the ReFashion
project, concluded in November under the
Social Protection and the Gendered Impacts of
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Covid-19 in Cambodia: Longitudinal Research
to ‘Build Back Better’ in the Global Garment
Industry. This study was conducted to document
the lives of 200 female Cambodian garment
workers. Under this project, CGIS researchers
examined how Covid-19 adversely affected the
workers’ income, spending and their overall
livelihoods throughout the pandemic.

As civic engagement is a crucial part of CGIS'
focus, in December 2022 the centre completed
another project titled National Ownership and
Local Participation in Cambodia to understand
the overall effectiveness of local engagement.
The findings show that the interrelation between
national ownership and local participation is
inherently complex and open to discussion,
which means that it is important to examine their
relationships, rather than making assumptions
about them. CGIS also conducted a short study to
investigate the tax system in Cambodia under the
project titled Culture of Paying Tax: Knowledge,
Perception and Attitude Toward Tax. This study
aimedtohave a better understanding of taxpayers'’
knowledge, perceptions, behaviours and their
willingness to pay taxes as well as their views and
feedback on the current tax policy and services.
A total of 600 taxpayers were surveyed, along
with interviews and focus group discussions. As
a revenue-collection plan is necessary to advance

and develop Cambodia, and further studies on
the benefits of tax compliance and the public’s
attitudes toward taxes are essential, the findings
from this study will shed light on whether a reform
is needed to further improve Cambodia’s current
tax system.

Regarding the institute’s major theme, Climate
Change and Migration: Evidence from Mekong
Lowland Cambodia was a timely and important
study that CGIS undertook, which finished in
October 2022. Understanding the connections
between climate change and migration,
specifically, migratory patterns, extreme weather
occurrences and current trends in climate change,
is crucial. In addition, itis necessary to understand
local residents’” views of environmental
deterioration and harsh weather, as well as how
such perceptions may affect their livelihoods and
migratory patterns. Working with the Centre for
Natural Resources and Environment, CGIS is also
co-researching a project titled Asian Mega Deltas
(AMD) Working Package 4 and Resilient Aquatic
Foods in Food, Land and Water Systems (RAqQFS)
Working Package 3- Sand Dam Performance
Assessment, which ended in February 2023. Two
research teams identified significant shortages at
the national to local level to provide strategies on
water-land governance.

Researcher identifies water shortages at the local level to provide strategies and pathways in connection to water-land
governance. Battambang, May 2022
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CDRI hosted a Policy Dialogue on Water Diplomacy of the Mekong Basin: Toward a Shared Basin for Prosperity. Phnom Penh,
February 2023

CENTRE FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

The Centre for Natural Resources and
Environment (CNRE) focuses on climate change,
climate resilience, resource governance, energy
and environmental sustainability. CNRE produces
quality policy-relevant research to inform
strategies for inclusive sustainable development,
sustainable management and conservation
of natural resources and local cultures,
environmental sustainability and innovative
responses to climate change.

CNRE's current research themes include forest
landscape governance; water diplomacy of the
Mekong River basin; gender-based vulnerability
to climate change and disaster risk; renewable
energy and decarbonisation; rural water sanitation
and hygiene; green economy and inclusive
development; and water-land governance. The
centre has completed three of six projects.

After a significant delay due to Covid-19 in
2020 and 2021, CNRE is resuming the multi-
country project titled Water Diplomacy of the
Mekong Basin: Toward a Shared Basin for
Prosperity, which is funded by the Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation Special Fund. Further to
country policy briefs, CNRE will publish a book
depicting how the effects of water-sharing, dam
operation and negotiations to tackle water issues
can be better managed to protect the future of the
Mekong River and to ensure inclusive benefits.
The project activities and major outputs are to be
finished and published by May 2023.

Cambodia’s gravitation toward carbon-based
energy has concerned researchers and scientists

alike. In a study Renewable Energy and Climate
Change Perceptions in Cambodia, CNRE gauges
public perceptions about renewable energy and
its numerous benefits. The research has been
completed and a report was finalised in 2022.
It is now under peer review. CNRE researchers
have also joined the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP) and Climate Analytics to develop a full
research proposal titled Towards Zero Carbon
Asia - Transformational Shift from Fossil Fuel-
Based to Sustainable Development Pathways
to be submitted to the Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear
Safety (BMU) of Germany for funding support.
The project is anticipated to last four years.

CNRE researchers are helping shape the
future of Cambodia’'s non-renewable energy
consumption by monitoring its usage. Under the
project Survey on LPG Consumption Situation in
Cambodia, we are surveying the consumption of
liquified petroleum gas in residential, commercial,
road transport and industrial sectors. The findings
will inform the development of an appropriate
road map and master plan for Cambodia’s
petroleum supply chain and system for the next
two decades.

Among the largest industries in Cambodia,
fisheries and related water resources are
immeasurable for local communities and the
country’'s economic growth. However, one of
the largest concerns is their sustainability and
community capacity to govern these resources.
CNRE is part of a regional project called The
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Asian Mega Deltas (AMD) with focus on
Resilient Aquatic Foods in Food, Land and Water
Systems (RAQFS). This research examines how
community fisheries and other community-based
organisations can work together to better manage
and benefit from land-water multifunctionality.

Community participation in and accountability
for protected forest areas is a timely topic in
Cambodia. CNRE has started a newly-awarded
project titled Co-Adaptive Management of
Forest Landscape through Forest Smart
Technology, which centres on strengthening
co-adaptive smart forest monitoring systems in
Cambodia and Laos. The expected outputs of the
research are the visualisation of the governance
issues in forest monitoring, formulation of a co-
adaptive management model and contribution
to easy-to-understand policy recommendations.
Core activities include training on management,
leadership and basic digital skills for local
forest communities, as well as co-development
of action plans on inclusive monitoring and
communicating.

CNRE has also started a project to examine
how to strengthen water resources management
planning systems for inclusive climate-resilient
WASH services. The project addresses how
the current engagement of WASH civil society
organisations and associationsin waterresources
management planning includes climate-related
risks. It also includes uncertainties in WASH
service planning and management by service
providers and authorities. This is crucial, as the
WASH sector needs to provide more climate
resilient services, especially in rural areas. We are

examining incentives for implementation and how
these incentives can drive better service delivery.

Finally, CNRE has become a member of
Mekong Think Tanks, a regional consortium
that seeks to refine the role and effectiveness
of national and regional knowledge-based policy
influencing organisations (KBPIOs) in engaging
with national and regional policy processes on
water and energy security as well as climate
change mitigation and adaptation. We also focus
on inclusive knowledge co-production processes,
capacity for networking of national and regional
KBPIOs, capacity of young professionals in
delivering research and communicating and
engaging with policy processes.

CNRE researchers survey the consumption of liquified
petroleum gas in residential, commercial, road transport and
industrial sectors. Phnom Penh, February 2023

Women villagers listening to CDRI researchers explanation on Renewable Energy and Climate Change Perceptions in Cambodia
Kompong Chhnang, March 2022
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Field study of a joint regional research on the Agricultural Development Policy Assessment in selected Mekong Sub-region
countries, Kep, November 2022

CENTRE FOR POLICY RESEARCH IN AGRICULTURE AND RURAL

DEVELOPMENT

The Centre for Policy Research in Agriculture and
Rural Development (CPARD) is committed to
research in agricultural economics, specifically in
the fields of nutrition and food safety, agricultural
value  chains, agricultural  sustainability,
agricultural development and rural livelihood
improvement.
Giventhecentre’'sfocusonruralcommunities,
the adoption of technology has been a novel
trend, especially since Covid-19 disrupted
primary economic activities and livelihoods.
Noticing this trend and the importance of digital
integration, CPARD set their research priority
on digital technological agriculture through
research of smart apps for production and
market linkage. The centre implemented seven
projects this year, and four were completed.
SMEs play a crucial role inthe world economy
sincetheyaccount foramajority of business and
contribute a significant share of employment.
In developing countries like Cambodia, SMEs'’
importance is undeniable. Nonetheless, they
constantly face challenges, such as limited
technology, low-skill labour, weak management,
limited capital and a competitive market. Study
on Digital Economic Integration of MSMEs
in the Global South observes the integration
of digitalisation in MSMEs in Cambodia,
especially those that are women-lead, as well
as the policy options that provide a framework
enabling inclusive and equitable participation
of MSMEs in digitalised marketplaces. The

project report will be finalised in March 2023.
Potential Business in Cambodia examines the
needs of SMEs in Cambodia. The study focused
on top-performing SMEs in the country from
four main categories, including information
communications technology, manufacturing,
services (tourism and logistics) and agriculture.
The selected enterprises will be provided with
entrepreneurial support by Khmer Enterprise
(KE). Selection criteria includes numbers
of reported employees, reported revenues,
workplace environment, product innovation and
customer satisfaction. The study concluded
with a final report scoring and ranking of SMEs
data by KE in early January 2023.

The rapid economic growth in the past three
decades forces productive labourers to be
fully employed. At the same time, it raises the
challenge of who will take care of their children.
As there is limited information about the supply
and demand of this childcare, the research in
Study of Childcare Availability will explore the
types of childcares currently available on the
market and the profile of parents who currently
utilise these services. Data collection was
completed in 2022. The community-based
childcare centres (CBCCs) pilot project aims
to establish 10 to 15 self-sustaining CBCCs
serving garment factory workers in Kampong
Speu province and hopefully become a model
for further such establishments in Cambodia. In
this study, Community-Based Childcare Centre
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(CBCCs): Impact Evaluation seeks to understand
the potential benefits from CBCCs for four
primary beneficiaries, particularly children,
garment factory workers, their family members
and garment factories. It will be implemented
in 2023. Also important is the understanding of
nutrition in these rural communities. Cambodia
Nutrition Project — Qualitative Evaluation Study
Survey Firm for Baseline Data Collection collects
baseline qualitative data for the Cambodia
Nutrition Project (CNP) survey. CNP is a five-
year study to be completed in 2024, which
examines child and maternal nutrition patterns
and trends of malnourishment in both children
and mothers. The baseline data collection was
finished in 2022.

A number of activities have been conducted
in the regional project Network for Agriculture
and Rural Development Think Tanks for
Countries in the Mekong Subregion. A policy
dialogue on agri-public private and producer
partnership, national joint research on
Promoting Smallholders Farming Through
Irrigation, joint regional research on The
Agricultural Development Policy Assessment in
Selected Mekong Subregion Countries and On
Main Innovation Models in Agriculture and Rural
Development were also completed. Promoting
Smallholders Farming Through Irrigation
studied how to target investment and how the
government can best support a move towards
a diversified, modern irrigation sector.

On the forefront of the country's
development, the centre also sought this year
to analyse federal assistance in times of crisis.
Government intervention throughout Covid-19
was heavily focused on nutrition assistance for
domestic migrant workers and their families.
To contribute to Cambodia’s prevention of food
poverty, the centre partnered with WorldFish
to share research on aquatic food systems,
local capacity-building agricultural projects
and understanding of malnutrition. In this
ambitious partnership, the centre is eager
to assist policymakers in expanding diverse
programmes and fostering strong partnerships
in global, regional and national engagement to
achieve a sustainable development goal.

However, projects grounded in equitable
nutrition would have little momentum without
focusing on stakeholders in the country’s
agriculture. For that reason, researchers
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consulting with the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) to initiate a study
on public-private partnerships (PPPs) was
ground-breaking, as there was no engagement
on this topic before 2020. In early November
2022, CDRI organised a policy dialogue to offer
an in-depth presentation on the study and
other case studies in Cambodia. Participants
from the government, private sector, non-
governmental organisations and researchers
exchanged questions and ideas. All comments
were taken into consideration and the next step
is to provide a policy brief for MAFF's policy
implementation.

A brand-new project, Securing the Food
Systems of Asian Mega-Deltas for Climate
and Livelihood Resilience will address urgent
concerns on climate change with its centres and
development partners under the larger project,
Asian Mega-Deltas: From Risk to Resilience.
The initiative aims to create resilient, inclusive
and productive deltas by removing systemic
barriers to the scaling of transformative
technologies and practices at community,
national and regional levels. CDRI works with
other partners to conduct research on Nutrition-
Sensitive Deltaic Agrifood Systems to ensure
that deltaic food systems sustain and enhance
nutrition security equitably in a context of rapid
change. The Agricultural Development Policy
Assessment in Selected Mekong Subregion
Countries aims to provide an overall picture of
agricultural developments, review supporting
policies for agricultural development in selected
Mekong subregions (Vietham, Cambodia and
Lao PDR) and recommend solutions to develop
the agricultural sector in the coming period. The
final regional report was finished in April 2023.

Researchers collecting baseline qualitative data for the
Cambodia Nutrition Project (CNP), Stung Treng, March 2022
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Monthly newsletter Social media Website visitors Users accessed CDRI Publication viewed
recipients followers 320K online library catalogue 82 million
500+ 830K 3.2 million

CDRI'S FLAGSHIP EVENTS IN 2022
Cambodia Outlook Conference 2022
Eleven monthly research seminars and one research symposium
Four researcher conversations

CDRI'S FLAGSHIP REPORTS

+ Cambodia Outlook Brief
- 30th Anniversary report
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PUBLICATIONS IN 2022

Working papers, special report, regular and flagship publications
+ WP 133 Mar 2022. Upper Secondary School Tracking and Major Choices in Higher Education: To Switch
or Not to Switch, Kao Sovansophal, Chea Phal and Song Sopheak
WP134 May 2022. Cambodian Secondary School Teachers’ Readiness for Online Teaching During the
Covid-19 Pandemic, Chea Phal, Bo Chankoulika and Minami Ryuto
WP135 Dec 2022. Faculty Engagement in Cambodian Higher Education
Internationalisation, Tek Muytieng, Nok Sorsesekha and Chea Phal

WP136 Jan 2023. A Quantitative Study on Entrepreneurial Intention of University
Students in Cambodia, You Saokeo Khantey, Alvin Leung, In Leavsovath, and Song
Sopheak

WP COVID-19_01: Mar 2023. Firm Performance in Cambodia: Key Drivers and Strategies
from Survey Data, Veung Naron and Sean Chanmony

WP COVID-19_02: Mar 2023. The Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Cambodia’s
Trade, Global Value Chains and Export Competitiveness, Hing Vutha

WP CQOVID-19_03: Mar 2023. Macroeconomic and Sectoral Effects: Long-term Constraint
and Transition to the New Normal, Sean Monorith

WP COVID-19_04: Mar 2023. Responses to Facilitate Post-Covid-19 Economic Recovery:
A Regional Perspective, KONG Tuan Yuen, LI Yao, and Sarah Y. TONG

WP COVID-19_05: Mar 2023. Gender Analysis of the Reopening: Evidence from
Cambodia, Vathana Roth and Benghong Siela Bossba

FP5 Mar 2022. Cambodian Post-Secondary Education and Training in the Global ]
Knowledge Societies, edited By Eam Phyrom, Leng Phirom, Khieng Sothy, and Song Sopheak m =
ISEAS — Yusof Ishak Institute 2022. Agricultural Trade between China and the Greater h
Mekong Subregion Countries: A Value Chain Analysis, Jayant Menon, Vathana Roth, editors
Cambodia Development Review, article 7 and 2
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CAPACITY AND PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT

s part of CDRI's capacity development,

CDRIresearchers are actively participating

in several training courses that CDRI,
partner ministries and institutions organised
throughout the year. The courses included design
thinking for research communication, quantitative
research method and data analysis using STATA,
writing, leadership and an Australia Awards short
course on economic literacy for non-Economists
that was organised by The Australian National
University.

Reading, critical thinking and analysis are
essential to researchers, especially our young
team. Every month, CDRI organises a reading
club for our researchers to learn and discuss
different topics and also to encourage the culture
of reading among young people.

A research fellow and director from CPARD participated in a
capacity development training on attracting and managing
FDI'in Post-Covid 19 under Australia awards. Australia, May
2022
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To help boost research capacity and
administrative  support, eighteen  qualified
researchers and operations staff were recruited
last year. This is in addition to 25 international
and Cambodian visiting fellows, advisors,
consultants and interns who joined CDRI to gain
research experience. CDRI offers study leave
to support young researchers in the pursuit
of academic studies and professional training
both in Cambodia and abroad, which benefitted
two researchers who will study overseas on
scholarships. In 2022, one senior researcher
will study a doctoral programme in Japan, and
another junior researcher was admitted to a
graduate degree programme in Australia.

—
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CDRI researcher attended a knowledge exchange for a two-
project research collaboration in the United Kingdom under
the UK Global Challenges Research Fund and Newton Fund,
November 2022



OUR KNOWLEDGE CENTRE

T

he centre is a combination of the publishing unit, information technology (IT) management team
and the library. The mandate of the Knowledge Centre is to communicate complex research
findings to different audiences through a range of compelling publications and diverse media,

create communication materials, develop CDRI's website with focuses on flexibility and user-friendly
experience and ensure effective information sharing and design quality on social media platforms.

Publishing unit (PUB)

The publishing unit is the key in making
information from our hard-working researchers
accessible, useful and easy to understand.
With an emphasis on online publishing, the
unit is regularly improving and adopting new
technology to meet these demands. PUB now
works with printed and digital book formats. To
improve the quality of manuscripts submitted
for publication, PUB has been implementing a
checklist and a peer review form since 2021.
The goal is to develop easy-to-use tools
so all materials are checked and corrected
systematically to ensure content and data
accuracy, audience suitability and readability.

The checklists for the publishing policy and
the style guide were strictly implemented by
all research centres and the quality of final
drafts has been improved, both easing the
publishing process and raising the quality
of CDRI publications across the board. All
print-ready documents in both Khmer and
English are proofread by publishing staff
and researchers. PUB staff also help with
the Khmer-English-Khmer translation of all
research and administration materials, such as
survey questionnaires and formal institutional
documents, including certificates, invitations,
concept notes and press releases.

To keep up with last year's rigorous publishing
schedule, PUBrecruited onein-house editorand
three freelancers. To implement the publishing
policy, establish a peer review process and
protect the research quality, PUB organised a
training course on research writing delivered
by Ms Maria Victoria I. Diokno, an in-house
editor. So far, courses “How to Get Started,”
‘Different Writing Styles,” “Finding a Research
Topic,” "How to Use Citation Generators" and
“Grammar” were conducted for 13 researchers
and interns, some of whom received training
on more than one topic.

In 2022, PUB distributed five working paper
series, one flagship paper, one Cambodia
Outlook Brief and 197 policy briefs and flyers
in English and Khmer to government bodies,
university libraries, foreign embassies, UN
agencies, development partners, international
organisations, civil society organisations and
private sectors. Soft copies of CDRI's new
publications are free to download on our
website and social media, whereas the hard
copies are distributed by mail. In addition,
CDRI publications are displayed at all CDRI
events and other external events as requested.

CDRI library
= The CDRI library
continues  expanding

its collection to reflect
and meet the needs of
its users. During the
pandemic, the library
was uploaded digitally
so the public could still
access all resources online and download
all documents for free. In 2022, the number
of online users increased from 1.5 million to
nearly 3.2 million. Nearly 900 CDRI publications
and 1,700 books were donated to libraries in
universities nationwide, the National Election
Committee, government bodies, the National
Archives of Cambodia and the National
Museum.

The online database has over 23,000 titles.
In 2022, CDRI's library catalogued 520
PDFs and 52 books from CDRI publications,
Asia Development Bank, World Bank, the
National Bank of Cambodia and ministries in
Cambodia. The library also collaborates with
other national and overseas libraries, such
as Angkor University, the Credit Bureau of
Cambodia, Washington University and CamEd
Business School to share resources.
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The CDRI library was Cambodia’s first digital
library, so it shared the experience of its
creation through workshops at the Centre for
Khmer Studies with other libraries. At the end
of 2022, CDRI's library joined the Cambodia
Book Fair events at the National Library of
Cambodia to promote the library’s resources
and display CDRI's publications. The total
audience was nearly 1.1 million people.

Information technology management

CDRI's IT team worked hard to support CDRI's
operations, meetings, events and conferences
whether physical, online or a hybrid of both. In
2022, the team developed a new website for the
Cambodia Outlook Conference hosted under
the CDRI domain.

The team built partnerships with KOUPREY
Creative Solutions, E-KHMER Technology,
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EZECOM, First Cambodia, CAM-Toner, ICE
Electronics, PSC Computer and PTC Computer
in 2022, with contracts and agreements which
support CDRI's IT procurement needs.

To assist researchers in conducting their
research and continued operation of CDRI, inthe
past year, the IT unit purchased one Office 365
subscription (73 accounts), four NVIVO Acc,
one Zoom Pro account, eight computers, two
printers and one Wi-Fi access point and set up
a computer lab. CDRI also drafted an IT manual
for staff to easily understand expectations and
appropriate online behaviour.

In 2023, the IT team plans to implement an
online human resources system, upgrade
equipment and deliver technical and cyber
security training to CDRI staff.

HE Dr Chea Chanto, honorary chair of CDRI and governor of the NBC and his accommpanies visited and reminsed the history of
CDRI establishment. March, 2023
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RESEARCH SUPPORT SERVICES

years, the research support unit played vital roles in providing timely and effective operational

This team consists of human resources, administration and finance departments. As in previous

support for the senior management team and research centres, such as administrative and
logistical support, deploying research surveys, organising national and regional events, and arranging
domestic and international trips. The team collaboration endeavours were very important to achieve
the research works of all five research centres, the institutional cost savings, streamlining procedures
and redesigning information systems for greater operational efficiency and effectiveness.

In 2022, human resources recruited a new
deputy executive director and centre director for
CNRE. Support service staff were encouraged
and supported to acquire and develop the
professional and academic skills to aid research
centres. Due to better control over the spread of
Covid-19 in the country, this team also organised
domestic and international travel for researchers’
attendance at national and international
conferences, consultation workshops, policy
dialogues and forums. In 2022, 178 fieldwork trips
for data collections were arranged. CDRI also
organised 203 events, including 150 conferences,
workshops, policy dialogues and forums, as
well as 33 virtual and physical in-house training
courses, meetings and social events. The board
of directors met three times in 2022 to discuss
management overview, institutional development
and endorsement of the revised finance manual.

Large-scale operations require accountability
and efficiency in cost-saving operations,
and CDRI is no exception. The procurement
committee, represented by senior management,
research, finance and administration, oversaw
137 procurement exercises to ensure we received
competitive rates in goods, services and quality
venues. To improve working conditions and
lower operational energy costs, some offices,
meeting rooms and the China Study Centre were
refurbished. The annual staff retreat to celebrate
CDRI's achievements was held in January 2023.

In 2022, resource support unit updated the
flnance and staff manual for closer cooperation
with research centres, especially the continued
assistance in project proposal and budget
planning. With assistance from the finance
team, better recording of expenditures across all

research centres has helped improve compliance
with project implementation schedules and
progress reporting.

HR and admin team

Finance team
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

R eaD

HE Dr Chea Chanto Eva Mysliwiec
Honorary chair Founder
Governor of the National Former CDRI
Bank of Cambodia executive director

HE Dr Mey Kalyan
Board chair
Senior Advisor to the
Supreme National Economic
Council

¥ - - - i _
HE Tekreth Dr Seet Ai Mee Mr Roland Rajah Mr Zhang Bao Oknha Sok Piseth
Kamrang Former Minister Lead Economist Chief CEOQ, G. Gear Group
Secretary of of Education of and Director of Correspondent of Co., Ltd.
State, Ministry of Singapore, AML International Cambodia Bureay,
Commerce Sci-Ed Consultants Economics Southeast Asia
Pte Ltd Programme, Lowy News, Economic
Institute, Australia Daily

/el
Dr Chea Phal

Dr Eng Netra

Mr Suzuki Hiroshi

Mr Magnus
Saemundsson CEO and Economist, Executive Director, CDRI Staff Representative,
Education Expert, Ministry Business Research Centre Director of
of Education, Youth and Institute for Cambodia Educational Research and
Sport, Cambodia Innovation and Senior
Research Fellow, CDRI
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OUR STAFF*

Senior Management

1.
2.

Dr Eng Netra, Executive director
Dr Song Sopheak, Deputy executive
director

Centre for Development Economics and
Trade

O 00 Noar W

11.

12.

13.

Dr Hing Vutha, Senior research fellow
Dr Ven Seyhah, Research fellow

Pon Dorina, Fieldwork coordinator

Ing Kvanthai, PhD scholarship student
Ker Bopha, Data analyst

Veung Naron, Research associate
Benghong Siela Bossba, Research
assistant

. Muth Sumontheany, Research

assistant

Mao Sosengphyrun, Research
assistant (fieldwork coordination)
Yi Kuchvisal, Associated research
assistant

Kim Visy, Associated research
assistant

Centre for Educational Research and
Innovation

14

15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

. Dr Chea Phal, Centre director, senior

research fellow

You Saokeo Khantey, Research
associate

Tek Muy Tieng, Research associate
Bun Phoury, Research associate

Hun Seyhakunthy, Research associate
Nok Sorsesekha, Research assistant
Nay Chanratanak, Research assistant
Din Liseinet, Associated research
assistant

Heng Sok Mean, Intern

Hak Chansotheara, Intern

Runjing Guo, Intern

Fujiwara Mami, Intern

* As of March 2023

Centre for Governance and Inclusive
Society

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Dr Khat Bunthorn, Research associate
Chhom Theavy, Research associate
Sean Chanmony, Research associate
Sao Kanika, Research associate

Khy Sowann, Research assistant

Ly Sokhethit, Intern

Centre for Natural Resources and
Environment

32.

33.
34.

35.
36.
37.

Dr Ngin Chanrith, Centre director,
senior research fellow

Nong Monin, Research fellow

Dr Khoem Koembuoy, Research
associate

Khan Donira, Research associate
Nhong Sodavy, Research assistant
Bunnath Zoe Sidana, Research
assistant

Centre for Policy Research in Agriculture
and Rural Development

38.

39.
40.

41
42.
43.
44,

45.

Sim Sokcheng, Centre director, senior
research fellow

Khiev Pirom, Research associate
Chrea Sesokunthideth, Research
associate

. VANN Sakanann, Research associate

Symaly Jenny, Research assistant
Mark Puth Voraknuth, Associated
research assistant

Bunhak Mona Chira, Associated
research assistant

Chim Srey Lacklicta, Intern

Knowledge centre

46.

47.
48.

49.
50.

Oum Chantha, Senior publishing
officer

Chhorn Chhovy, Library officer
Chhay Monyka, Communication and
media specialist

Sorn Pisey, IT specialist

Neang Rath, IT assistant
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CDRI staff retreat in Siem Reap, January 2023

Finance

57. Suong Kaclika, Finance manager
52. Rat Malin, Finance officer

53. Rath Bopha, Finance officer

54. Sum Thera, Accountant

Human resources and administration

55. Oeung Bon Thyda, Admin and
operations manager

56. Sen Sina, Senior protocol and
procurement officer

57. Chea Sothy, Admin officer

58. Em Leang Eng, Admin assistant

59. Lim Ratana, Driver

60. Chum Sopheap, Driver

61. Eng Sam Ang, Driver

62. Chea Sokha, Cleaner

63. Ou Seng Houy, Cleaner

64. Tem Saran, Cleaner

65. Lach Lux, Maintenance

66. Prin Ravy, Gardener

67. Loek Karona, Garden helper

Staff on study leave

1. Keo Borin, PhD, Hunan University, China

2. Chhaing Marong, MA, Korean
University, South Korea

3. So Hengvotey, MA, Asian Institute of

Technology, Thailand
4. Duong Sivmuy, MA, Seoul National
University, South Korea
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Ang Len, PhD, Australian National
University, Australia

Roeun Narith, PhD, Lincoln University,
New Zealand

. Mony Reach, MA, Australian National

University, Australia

Visiting fellow, advisors, consultants

VWO NoOTgkWND =

11.
. Eam Phyrom, Consultant
13.

Lucy E. Right, Visiting fellow

Kelly Dorkenoo, Visiting fellow
Minami Ryoto, Visiting fellow
Kanayama Yuki, Visiting fellow

Dr Hean Oudom, Visiting fellow
Dr Choi Seonkyung, Visiting fellow
Heng Kimkong, PhD fellow

Thy Savrin, PhD fellow

Jessica Garber, Consultant

. Jessica Alice Kalisiak,

Consultant
Kiana Lee Duncan, Consultant

Roth Vathana, Consultant



Research Advisory Team*
Name

Dr Anatoly Oleksiyenko

Dr Caroline Hughes

Dr Dang Kim Son

Dr Joakim Ojendal
Dr Katherine Brickell

Dr Kheang Un

Dr Richard James
Dr Sarah Y Tong

Dr Simona lammarino

Dr Wenming Yang

Dr Ogawa Keiichi

Project Advisors
Name
Dr Henny Moller Andersen

Dr Jayant Menon

Dr Kyoko Kusakabe

Dr Tat Puthsodary

Title

Professor of international higher
education

Associate dean for policy and
practice in the Keough School of
Global Affairs

Former general director

Professor

Professor of human geography at
Royal Holloway

Professor

Deputy vice-chancellor and
deputy provost

Senior research fellow

Visiting professor at the London
School of Economics and
Political Science Department of
Geography and Environment

Professor and coordinator of
UNESCO UNEVOC Center

Professor and department
chair in the Graduate School of
International Cooperation Studies

Title
Senior gender advisor

Senior project advisor and visiting
senior fellow

Senior project advisor and
professor of gender and
development studies

Senior project advisor

*staff affiliation as of 31 March 2023.

University/Affiliation

The Education University of Hong
Kong

University of Notre Dame, USA

Institute for Policy and Strategy for
Agriculture and Rural Development

University of Gothenburg, Sweden

University of London, UK

Northern lllinois University, USA

University of Melbourne, Australia

East Asian Institute, National
University of Singapore

London School of Economics and
Political Science, UK

Shenzhen Polytechnic, China

Kobe Univeristy, Japan

University/Affiliation
Just(e) Analysis AB

Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies (ISEAS-Yusof Ishak
Institute), Singapore

Department of Development
and Sustainability, School of
Environment, Resources and
Development, Asian Institute of
Technology, Thailand

Freelance consultant
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